
  THETIDINGS 

  "He who began a good work in you, will be faithful to complete it."  These 
words have been powerfully important to me for a long time.  When I was a junior 
in high school my family was involved with a church plant and we were a small and 
close‐knit group.  Our good friends Dan and Elizabeth had come into our lives            
several years earlier as part of a group that was passionate about working with  
college students.  They had come to live in our small town as a result of their calling to serve 
students attending UMass Lowell.  They were young and hip and fun and as a kid I naturally 
assumed that they would always be in Lowell working with college students. 
  But my Jr. year of high school Dan and Elizabeth came to believe that God had given 
them a new location to minister in:  Halifax, Nova Scotia.    Of course they told all of us and we 
cried together and then laughed together as we began to head towards the transition of their 
leaving.  I will never forget the last Sunday that they were with us in our little church that met 
in a cafeteria in a local middle school.  They shared with us and we prayed with them.  The 
heart of their sharing was the verse that I shared above. 
  As a high school student this was my first experience of a transition of this sort.  I was 
struck by the faith that all of the adults in my world showed that God would continue to work 
both in the lives of our friends, in the community of our church and even on the campus of 

UMass Lowell even though Dan and Elizabeth would no longer be beside us. 
  As time passed and I began my own journey of ministry and came to            
recognize as I grew older how it is that people come and go from each other's 
lives ‐ I came to see the amazing gift that that faith was.   The reminder that we 
are in fact not only living out our own stories, and not only do all of our stories 
intersect in big and small ways ‐ but that we are also all living out God's story.   

As the Bible says: It is in him that we live and move and have our being. 
  It is that hope that has encouraged me through many years of church life and transition, 
through sending friends to be missionaries all around the world and it is that hope that brings 
me comfort and joy in the midst of my own transition away from CCC.  I know that I have 
been changed and that I have grown and learned in my ministry here and that is because my 
story has intersected with yours.  I am thankful that we are all a part of the story of God and 
that together His is the story we tell. 
                      ‐ Pastor Whitney 
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Youth & Children’s Ministry News! 

A new year of confirmation has 
begun!  We meet in room 4 at 

9:15am on Sunday morning.  This 
week our books are in! 

 
Remember:  Confirmation Retreat 
is November 6‐8 at Pilgrim Pines. 
Sign Ups will begin this Sunday! 

Jr. High youth group is for students 
in grades 6‐8.  We meet on               
Thursday evenings from 7‐8:30pm.  
We play games, learn about the            
Bible, and do lots of other fun stuff!   

Trailblazers (grades 3‐5) will meet 
beginning on the 6th of October. 
Trailblazers generally meets the 
1st and 3rd Thursday of the 

month from 6‐7pm. 
 

Pathfinders (grades k‐2) meets  
occasionally following our church  

services.  Our first gathering this year 
will be on  October 16th. 

 

Join us for games, crafts,  
stories & more!   

Friends are welcome! 

Senior High 
Don’t forget to join Walter each  

Sunday morning following breakfast 
at 9:15am for our new Sr. Hi. Sunday 

school class! 
Senior High Youth Group meets every 

Sunday evening at 6:00pm-7:30pm for 
high energy fun and games, lots of 
laughter, and a chance to support 
each other in prayer as we grow in 

our faith.  Be there! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
Opening exercises for kids in grades pre k‐7 is in room 5 at 9:15 am 
Sunday School is dismissed at 10:15, please be sure to pick up your  
children in grades pre k‐2 from the downstairs classroom area. 

Don’t forget to join us for breakfast in the gym beginning at 8:30! 
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Friendship Club 
 

Please join us  
Tuesday, October 18th at Noon  

For the Friendship Club meeting and 
lunch in the Fireside Room.   

 

Watch the Sunday announcement sheet 
for the program! 

 

Bring a dish or dessert to be shared and 
your  own place setting.   

All are welcome. 

Knitting & Crafts 
 

Join us on Monday,  
October 3rd & 17th at 7 p.m.  

in the Fireside Room. 
 

If you knit, crochet,  
needlepoint, stamp, etc. bring your craft  

and join us for fellowship. 
 

 For more information call  
Connie Dumoulin (508-238-3175). 

CCC Book Club 
 

CCC Book Club will be on  
Thursday, October 20th  

at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Book to be discussed: 
Eve 

By Elissa Elliott 
    

All are welcome. 
Further information call:               

Judy Tyler at 508-238-6827 

Mother Daughter  
Weekend 

   

Mother Daughter weekend at  
Pilgrim Pines on November 18-20;  
the speaker is Judy Peterson.  
Moms and daughters will enjoy a weekend of 
laugher, special activities & great Bible 
teaching, all in a gorgeous setting surrounded 
by God's beautiful creation. Best of all,  
the memories made during this very special 
retreat will last forever! 

13th Annual HUGS Walk For  
Family Safety  
 

The 13th Annual HUGS Walk For Family Safety 
will be held on Saturday October 15 at the Easton 
Middle School.  Please help support this great 
cause.  The money raised is used to aid victims of 
domestic violence in our community and to support 
outreach and awareness programs.  Sponsor sheets 
are   available in the Narthex.  Any questions, 
please call Karen McSherry at 508-238-3333. 

Fellowship Hour Schedule:  
 
OCTOBER  Council 
NOVEMBER  Stewardship 
DECEMBER  Properties 
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Come and experience UNEXPECTED CHANGES this year! 
 

Saturday, October 1st  
4:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.   

 

4:30-6:00 p.m. We will start with a potluck dinner, so please bring and share your favorite dish. 
Shortly after dinner, instructions will be given for the "CLUE HUNT" 

 

6:00-8:30 p.m.  Off you'll go over the rivers and through the woods of Easton looking for clues. 
 

8:30-10:00 p.m.  The evening will end with dessert provided by the Fellowship Ministry at the 
church where you can share your stories and laughs of the evening. 

 
Prizes will be awarded for various categories. 

 
PLEASE SIGN UP SO WE CAN PLAN ACCORDINGLY   

Or let Diane or Kym know that you are coming;  
Diane Cidado 508-238-3872 

Kym Silva 508-238-6428 
 

If you are not interested in playing…How about helping out? 
 

 Everyone is welcome at this adult fellowship opportunity, so please invite your family and friends!    
Win a prize for inviting a car load of new friends! 

 

Hope to see you there! 
 Everyone is welcome at this fellowship opportunity, so please invite your family and friends!    

 

We hope to see you there! 

Thank you so much. 
Dear Members of the Covenant Congregational 
Church –  
 

Because you’ve been so very nice, it’s difficult  
to say how much appreciation is in this card today,  

so this is meant to tell you “thanks”  
and then to tell you, too,  

the world would be much nicer if more people were 
like you! 

 

Thank you for hosting us for another terrific year!   
In gratitude, 

Junior Girl Scout Troop 65049 

Dear Members and staff of the Covenant 
Congregational Church, 
 

Once again, Brownie Troop 80888 would like 
to thank you for hosting us for another 
year of scouts!  We have bridged to  
Juniors, and look forward to scouting in 
your church home once again!  This will be 
our 5th year with you, and we’re grateful for 
your continued support.  Thank you again! 
 

In scouting,  
Lori Prew & Nikole Bulger,  

Co-leaders of Brownie Troop 80888  
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2nd Annual  
Father/Daughter Dance 

 Friday, October 21,2011 
   

Covenant Congregational Church  
2nd Annual Father/Daughter Dance  

Friday, October 21st from 6:30—9:30 p.m. 
$5.00 per person 

 

Featuring Spin Projections DJ 
door prizes, refreshments and lots of  

dancing and fun for everyone.  
 

This will be a wonderful opportunity for both 
dads (and grandpas) and girls to invite friends 

and neighbors to share a great evening at 
our church in our Recreation room!   

 

For more information see Women’s Ministries 
at www.ecovchurch.org 

or phone the church  
office at 508-238-6423.    

Holy Land Pilgrimage 
2012 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to 
see and feel and experience the land of the Bible? 

 

Pastor Johnny will be hosting a Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land for Pilgrim Pines in March of 
2012!  More information is available on the 
Welcome Table in the narthex for those  
interested in this life-changing opportunity of 
walking in the very footsteps of Jesus!   
 

Spaces are filling up fast! 
Don’t miss out on this  

amazing journey of a lifetime! 

Where We Give 
 
    Over the spring and summer months, the Stewardship Ministry has 
suggested two areas of giving for us to consider. The first was "Why 
we Give". Giving reveals His likeness in us and models His love. 
Through giving, we learn to become more dependent on God and 
less on ourselves. 

    The second topic we considered was " What we Give". We give of our time, and      
abilities as we meet the needs of others. We give of our testimonies as we share what 
God has done in our lives and we give of our financial resources with which he has        
entrusted us. 
    This month, let us consider the question "Where We Give". We think first of giving to the 
Church, remembering that the Church is a body of believers, with needs that are spiritual, 
as well as physical. As a body, the Church with the collective resources of its members 
has the ability also to impact the " world". God has called us to reach out to others. "Go 
into the world. Go everywhere and announce the Message of God's good news to one 
and all." (The Message translation) That includes the people next door as well as around 
the globe. 
    We are called to give not only to the Church, but to those needs which the Holy Spirit 
reveals to us. Openness to His calling to meet human needs is one of the highest forms of 
witnessing. "Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers. Gal 6:10 (NIV) 
 

Kathy DiBattista and Mark Ingals,  

The Ministry of Stewardship 
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Questions and Answers with Pastor Whitney 
 

1.  Tell us about the idea of Pastor and PRC being in process together for discernment. 
Pastors are always trying to be aware of areas of fit that are specific to them.  We are constantly reassessing 
and trying to take stock of where we are in ministry. Over time it has become clear to me that there are areas 
where this congregation/location isn't the best long term fit.  (it has taken a while for these differences to  
become obvious ‐ which is why the analogy of a  hexagon shaped peg in a round hole works so well) PRC 
shared their opinions, even as I formed my own and we arrived at a similar conclusion.  
 

2.  What are the areas of fit that you see experience disconnect between you and the church culture? 
 ‐ Lifestyle (for lack of a better word).  It is hard to be in a demographic (30's, unmarried, no children) that isn't 
really present in our congregation or community.  That makes a long term fit for me here really difficult in 
terms of community connections and integration with the lives of many of our congregants 
‐ My particular ministry skills are geared towards problem solving and challenge resolution ‐ there isn't a whole 
lot of need for that in this congregation, simply because it is a long‐term, well established church.  All of which 
is good ‐ but is maybe not fast moving enough for my skill set. 
‐ Although I appreciate ceremony and ritual in church as well as traditional worship styles ‐ I also value  
spontaneity and informality in worship.  It has been hard for me to not have a lot of that.   
 

3.  Why are you leaving if you aren't going somewhere specific?  What kind of things are you looking to do? 
I felt in conjunction with the PRC that after these areas of fit had become clear that it's better for us to go our 
separate ways sooner and on good terms, than to allow any kind of existing frustrations to grow into an  
obstacle to our relationship with each other. 
 

There are several paths that I will pursue concurrently until it becomes clear to me what the best next steps 
are.  They include: 
‐ congregational ministry in a more urban setting, with a focus on renewal and community connection 
‐ PHD programs that would enable me to teach communications and homiletics 
‐ Christian Ministry in a non‐congregational setting (this takes all kinds of shapes so I'm pretty wide open here) 
‐ more opportunities for speaking to youth and adults through camps, retreats etc... 

Appetizer & Salad recipes for new CHIC cookbook 
 

Our Senior High Youth will be leaving for Tennessee in July 2012 for CHIC!  We will be compiling  
recipes once again to create another fabulous cookbook.  We are asking for your contribution of 
recipes.  You may remember we did a dessert cookbook for the last CHIC trip.  This time around we 
are going with Appetizers & Salads! 
 

∗ Please follow the links below to type in your recipes directly.   
1. Go to http://www.ecovchurch.org - under "Resources" on the right and select 

"CHIC2012 Cookbook" link 
2. When you arrive at the cookbook main webpage - select 'Login.' For existing       

accounts, members can log in and enter recipes.  Enter the following login         
information at the login page (any questions, please call/email Nick Zelinski): 

Contributor: Your Name   
Group Login: chic2012   
Password: chic2012.   

3. Select 'Add Recipe' That's it! 
 

∗ We will also have forms in the Narthex shortly if you choose not to submit 
your recipe online you can submit your written copy 

 

The deadline to submit recipes is October 5th so that we can get the recipes edited & proofread 
and submitted to the cookbook company and delivered to us before Christmas. 
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Avery Austin 1-Oct 
Stella Fernandez 1-Oct 
Barbara Dolloff 2-Oct 
Michael Fiore 2-Oct 
Ann Shelley 2-Oct 
Joyce Marshall 3-Oct 
Myles Johnson 4-Oct 
Jonathan Bailey 7-Oct 
Susan Santry 7-Oct 
Alex McIlhatten 8-Oct 
Kameron Burton 9-Oct 
Mae Pike 9-Oct 
Jordan Whitley 9-Oct 
David Sproul 10-Oct 
Grace Conforti 11-Oct 
David Cudmore 11-Oct 
Megan Plante 11-Oct 

Luke Churchill 12-Oct 
Craig Churchill 12-Oct 
David Hayes 12-Oct 
Beth Abreu 14-Oct 
Ava Anderson 14-Oct 
Pamela Barrett 14-Oct 
Robert Driscoll 14-Oct 
Thomas Wheeler 14-Oct 
Martha Bouchard 15-Oct 
Kate Conforti 15-Oct 
Helen Miller 15-Oct 
Nora Wallace 15-Oct 
Scott Finlayson 16-Oct 
Marcia Johnson 16-Oct 
Samuel Wheeler 16-Oct 
Grace Austin 19-Oct 

Marlena Silva 19-Oct 
Gerald Cohen 20-Oct 
Mark Ingalls 21-Oct 
Jack Long 21-Oct 
Patrick Meehan 21-Oct 
Meridith Whitelaw 22-Oct 
Mark Dupont 23-Oct 
Fred Dolloff 24-Oct 
Sharon Finlayson 24-Oct 
Linda Cohen 25-Oct 
James Raymond 25-Oct 
Caroline Meyer 27-Oct 
Sarah Bean 28-Oct 
Cathy Zelinski 28-Oct 
Thomas McCormick 30-Oct 
Priscilla Driscoll 31-Oct 
Kristen Vatalaro 31-Oct 

CCC- A Caring Community! 
 
We here at CCC think taking care of our each other, especially in the midst of crisis, is one of the  
most important things we do.   
Toward that end we want you to know the resources that are available to all who attend our church.   
These are ways we can serve you and ways you can be involved in serving others. 
 

♥ Church benevolence fund – used for financial crises such as unexpected deaths or unemployment. (White         
offering envelopes are available in the pews each week for any donation to our Benevolent Fund.) 

♥ Meals for you and your family.  If there is ever a time where it would be helpful for you to receive meals from 
the church family to ease your burden we are here to help.  Often families take advantage of this during times of 
childbirth, extreme stress, times of illness, recovery from surgery or a hospital stay or the passing of a loved one. 

♥ We have a ministry of prayer shawls and squares.  These are shawls or squares that have been prayed over and 
can bring comfort in a variety of situations. 

♥ We have a church prayer chain (via email) that allows us to send out information and prayer requests in a timely 
manner. Simply send an email to webmaster@ecovchurch.org to get signed up. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the church chair, Pastor Whitney or Pastor Johnny if you are in a time of crisis or stress, 
we are here to serve you. 

The Tidings, Weekly Bulletin & Announcements  
and Sermons are online at www.ecovchurch.org  

We have also added some new features to the  
website - New and improved Events Calendar,  

Facebook and Podcasts!  



Prayers    
• Dianne Sproul who is recovering at home after taking a bad fall that resulted in a head injury. 
• LaDora and Jim Rose and their family.  LaDora’s dad passed away 9/12 in Tennessee. 
• Jerry Marsan as he recovers from hip surgery. 
• Geraldine Wallace recovering from knee surgery. 
• The many communities in Vermont so deeply impacted by Hurricane Irene. 
• The Edlund’s 14-year old nephew, William, who has been diagnosed with Stage 1 osteosarcoma and is receiving    

chemotherapy treatments. 
• Andi McIlhatten as she prepares for upcoming surgery.  
• Judy Sabin as she undergoes tests after surgery. 
• Ernie and Pearl Robertson for ongoing health challenges. 
• Matt Tooker, cousin of Lyn Carroll, who was killed in a motorcycle accident after returning from a tour of duty in 

Afghanistan.   
• Linda Wainwright as she struggles with severe and chronic back pain. 
• Carole DesLauriers, Ed Willis’ mother, for continued healing and peace. 
• Donna Little, friend of Lyn Carroll, who has been diagnosed with lymphoma and her husband who has Alzheimer's.   
• Cindy Doherty, former member who now lives on Cape Cod, who was diagnosed with throat cancer. 
• The people of Japan and our Covenant missionaries. 
• The people of Libya and Syria during this time of warfare. 
• Murray Johns, brother of Heather Willis, continuing to receive treatment for his liver disease.   
• Angela Whitley as she undergoes tests and treatments. 
• Don MacLeod Jr. is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
• Rob Driscoll continues to receive treatment for kidney problems. 
• Joe Davis and his ministry in Sweden. 
• Gail Hubbard, friend of Lynda Valenzuela, receiving treatment for a brain tumor. 

 

Prayers of Celebration 
• For the wedding of Steve Willette and Sandy Sharpe. 
• For our Youth and Children’s Ministries and all of the kids and adult volunteers involved. 
• For the dedicated group of men who faithfully prepare breakfast for our congregation each Sunday morning. 
• The men and women of our Armed Forces serving around the world, & for their families back here at home. 
• For the Worship in The Garden summer series, and the opportunities it has created for outreach and ministry. 
• For the many faithful pledges received to date for the “A Strong Foundation” capital campaign, and the significant 

impact it has on our monthly deficit. 
• For the Women’s and Men’s Fall retreats at Pilgrim Pines. 
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Join our eprayers and enotice email lists 
 

Please use eprayers for prayer requests and  
enotice for any announcement of activities or meetings  

 

To join send an email to Nancy in the church office,  
secretary@ecovchurch.org, requesting to be added to these lists. 
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Dear brothers and sisters at Covenant Congregational Church, 
 

I would like to thank you for the huge support you have been to me during my first two years in 
Sweden.  I have been greatly encouraged through the many letters, emails, and cards I have       
received from you during my stay here.  I have seen God answering your prayers for me as I have 
sent you prayer requests and then been able to share the same subjects with you again as     
thanksgivings a few weeks later.  I have been able to live here, with food, shelter, clothing, and    
resources to do ministry, thanks to your generous financial support.  I have even more to thank you 
for, as it was through the youth ministries of your church (and especially through your gift of a Bible) 
that I got to know Christ as a teenager and began to experience His call toward missions. 

 

As I write to you, I have been serving as a short-term missionary in Sweden for about one year 
and eight months.  As my initial contract was for two years, Covenant World Mission’s original      
projected end for my stay is fast approaching.   

 

I am very grateful for the time I have had in Sweden so far.  During this time, I have seen God 
working through His church here.  I have seen Him draw nonbelievers from Europe, Asia, and North 
America toward Himself, and have had the chance to be personally involved in conversations,    
Bible studies, meal times, and other events that have helped them along the way.  I have seen    
international youth turn toward God, grow in the faith, and discover spiritual gifts, and have also 
had the chance to be personally involved in some of that through my work with the youth group 
here.   

 

These 20 months in Sweden have also been a great time of growth for me.  I have learned a lot 
about sharing the Gospel, especially the value of listening, hospitality, and cooperation with other 
believers.  I have also developed significantly as a preacher, especially after being given the 
chance to preach at a camp for international youth this past summer.  At the camp, I experienced 
that God used me in a powerful way and that He helped me to see some things that work well and 
some things that could be improved in my preaching style.  Since the camp, I have received a few 
very random-seeming invitations to preach in different places, and I hope that God is continuing to 
develop this gift in me. 

 

In fact, many new opportunities appear to be arising here in Sweden.  There are new families 
coming to Fisher’s Creek, with new youth to be welcomed, loved, and discipled.  FC also has a new 
young adult ministry, which I have been asked to lead.  So far, we have built up a great relationship 
with one of Gothenburg’s universities through volunteering, and I believe there is huge potential for 
outreach.  (For example: in a few weeks, 100 international students from the university will be having 
a dinner in our church building.)   

 

I would like to continue to participate in what God is doing here in Sweden, so I have asked 
Covenant World Mission to lengthen my contract by one year (until January 2013).  They have     
approved me to stay.  However, I will need to raise 24,277 USD in order to live here for an additional 
year and do ministry.  Since you have already been a part of the work here for the past two years, I 
thought that I should contact you about this need and opportunity.  Any help that you could offer 
would be greatly appreciated.  If you have too many other ministry commitments this coming year, 
I am still grateful for all the support you have given me.  None of this would have been possible   
without you. 

 

   Your brother in Christ, 
                                                                           -- Joe Davis 
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Pastor’s Book Club  
by Pastor Johnny 

 

A Terrible Glory: Custer and The Little Bighorn – The Last Great Battle of The American West 
James Donovan 
Little, Brown and Company 
2008 
 

I expect to be in the field, in the summer, with the 7th, and think there will be  
lively work before us. 

-George Armstrong Custer 
 

We scouts thought there were too many Indians for Custer to fight…It was  
the biggest Indian camp I had ever seen. 

-White Man Runs Him, Crow Scout 
 

And now comes the most hartrendering tale of all…Oh what a slaughter. 
-Private Thomas Coleman 

 
A few years back I led a mission trip for the high school kids here at church to the Northern  
Cheyenne Indian Reservation in Lame Deer, Montana.  It was an amazing trip that deeply touched 
all of us who went.  For kids growing up in the suburbs, hills, woods and seashores of New England, 
the wide-open big sky prairie was truly awe inspiring.  We worked for and with the families of the  
reservation, painting homes, cleaning common areas, and hosting a Vacation Bible School.  It was 
exhausting and rewarding work.  Each evening we had the opportunity to experience a bit of  
reservation life and history.  One evening we witnessed a Pow Wow ceremony; we visited a Buffalo 
Jump; and on one particular evening, we made the 20 mile drive to visit the site of, and hear the 
story of The Battle of the Little Bighorn, more commonly known as Custer’s Last Stand.  On a  
windswept hillside/cemetery, our guide powerfully relayed the details of the historic event, and the 
impact it would forever have on those involved on both sides of the battle. 
 

A Terrible Glory by James Donovan tells the story of The Battle of the Little Bighorn in exacting and 
deeply moving detail.  His intensive research, using direct quotes from the journals and firsthand  
accounts of both soldiers and Native Americans, gives a multifaceted look at the hubris, arrogance 
and ineptitude of Custer and the US military commanders, the bravery of common soldiers on both 
sides, as well as the savagery of Plains Indian warfare in general.  Donovan’s research is so in-depth, 
that this really is a moment-by-moment account of the expedition, rather than an overview with a 
few details along the way.  In many ways, this reads more like a novel than a history book, and I 
found myself deeply engaged as the battle played out, and the words of the combatants filled the 
pages.  Simple maps showing the movement of forces as the battle progressed were helpful with 
the flow of the development, and a section of photographs of the main characters involved 
helped put names to faces.  There’s a “just right” amount of lead-in material before the expedition 
begins to paint a good picture of Custer and the Native American leadership so that we better  
understand them and their bearings, and the same with the follow-up to the battle information, 
which adequately wraps up the story.  All in all, I found this to be a wonderful, exciting work of  
history. 
 

Many of us hear of Custer at some point in our educational journey, but barely scratch the surface 
as to what happened.  Here’s the book to complete your education, and done in an engaging 
and energetic way.  I recommend it to you as this month’s Pastor’s Book Club selection. 
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TIDINGS! 

CCC AT A 
GLANCE 
Sunday Morning 
8:30 –9:15 
Breakfast 
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Sunday School  
10:30 
Worship Service 
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www.ecovchurch.org 

Special Dates in October  
 

 

3rd Annual Clue Night -                       
Saturday, October 1st will start at 4:30                    
in the Narthex with a potluck dinner,      
please bring & share your favorite dish. 

 
 
2nd Annual Father Daughter Dance -     

Friday, October 21st from 6:30—9:30 
p.m.$5.00 per person.                           
For more information: www.ecovchurch.org 
or call 508-238-6423 

Don’t forget to submit your  
Appetizer & Salad recipes by 10/5 

for the CHIC12 cookbook! 


