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   Covenant Congregational Church 
Celebrating over 125 years of ministry   

 
Last year, when I met with our Pastoral Relations Committee 
for my annual end of the year review, they asked me a 
question that has led to a lot of prayer, thought, research 
and soul searching.  They asked, “As you look five years out 
from now, what are some of the trends or issues you see our 
ministry here at CCC having to deal with?” 
 

Whenever you attempt to look to the future, you need to start by looking at the present.  It’s     
important to know where you are today, so that you can better understand where you may be 
tomorrow.  In politics, we are most familiar with that process in something called the State of the 
Union Address.  The requirement for a president to give a State of the Union is actually found in 
the US Constitution, where it states in article II, section 3, that the president “shall from time to time 
give to Congress information of the State of the Union and recommend to their Consideration 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.”  Before Woodrow Wilson, that State 
of the Union was simply a report.  Since Wilson, every president has given the State of the Union as 
an address to the combined houses of congress.  It is seen as an opportunity for the president to 
report on the condition of the nation (the present) and to outline his/her plans for a legislative 
agenda that matches our national priorities as we move forward (the future).  Simply put, the 
State of the Union is supposed to tell us where we are now and where we hope to go tomorrow. 
 

Throughout the season of Lent, which we enter on Ash Wednesday, March 9th, Pastor Whitney 
and I will be preaching a series of sermons on Sunday mornings, that attempt to address the 
questions tied up in that initial question asked by the PRC.  Where are we today, and where do 
you think we’ll be tomorrow?  The sermons will address the following topics: 
 

  March 13th – An Introduction to Lent 
  March 20th – The State of the World 
  March 27th – The State of The Church (worldwide) 
  April 3rd – The State of the church (local) 
  April 10th - The State of Us 
  April 17th - The State of Me (Palm Sunday) 
  April 24th - The State of God (Easter Sunday) 
 

All of these sermons, deeply rooted in the Word of God, will look both at our present condition, 
and at the opportunities and challenges that seem to be ahead of us as we move forward in 
ministry as followers of Christ.  We hope that this will stimulate good, healthy dialogue as we seek 
God’s will for our congregation and our individual lives. 
 

Join us too, each Wednesday evening at 7:30pm throughout Lent (beginning with Ash Wednes-
day, March 9th), as we gather for a series of Services of Lenten Prayer and Worship.  Through sing-
ing, prayer, and meditation on and discussion of God’s Word, we hope to make this a truly holy 
season of Lent that will better prepare our hearts and minds for the coming events of Holy Week. 

by Pastor Johnny 
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Youth & Children’s Ministry News! 

      
Join us every 

Thursday evening from 

7-8:30 for games, snacks, 
Bible Study& time with 

friends. 

Trailblazers (grades 3-5) 
will meet  on the 3rd and 

17th from 6-7pm.                 
 

 
Pathfinders  
(grades K-2) 

Sunday March 13 
noon—1 

Don’t forget your 
lunch! 

Senior High 
6-7:30pm Sunday Nights 

Join us for high-energy 
games in the gym, fellow-

ship, conversations on 
faith and prayer! 

 
Confirmation meets in           

Sunday School room 5 at 
9:15am. on Sunday 

 morning. 
 Be ready to dive into the Old 

Testament together! 

CHIC 2012 
July 15-20, 2012 

 

CHIC is our denominational-sponsored event for teens grades 9-12 
from across the US and Canada, happening every three years, and 

held at the University of TN in Knoxville. 
Come to a special meeting for students and parents on Sunday, 

March 20th at 7:00pm in the Chapel to learn more. 
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Friendship Club  
 

The Friendship Club will be having their March  
meeting on Tuesday, March 15, at noon.  

 

The March meeting speaker will be Dell Kent.  
She will be peaking on the services  

available in Easton for Seniors. 
 

Bring a casserole or salad or dessert,  
your place setting, and join us at noon.  

 

All are welcome. 

Quilts & Kilts  
Quilt Show 

Saturday, March 12th 
to benefit  

Science With a Mission 
 

 Please be sure to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 12th, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,  
so you won’t miss our sixth annual quilt show being done as a fund raiser for SMI – Science With A 
Mission. We will be having a Scottish Tea Room serving scones, tea, sandwiches and sweets. Besides 
the delicious food there will be music performed by keyboard, fiddle and bagpiper, all performed by 
clansmen of Scottish heritage (a bonney group). 
 Along with the kilts, quilts, food and music there will be vendors and a raffle table, plus a door 
prize. 
 We are looking for quilts to be shown that have not been seen in past shows. If you have one or 
know a friend who would be willing to share one for the day please call Hazel Hayes at   508-238-0202. 
Write-ups for the quilts are being collected during the month of February for  our quilt program 
books. 
 Please plan to attend and bring a friend. A fun day will be enjoyed by all. 

CCC Book Club 
 

The March meeting of the  
CCC Book Club will be on  

Thursday, March 17th at 7:30 p.m.  
The book to be discussed is: 

 

The Christmas Train 
by David Baldacci 

 

All are welcome. 

Ash Wednesday Service 
March 9th at 7:30pm 

 

Join us on Ash Wednesday for an important Service of Worship as we enter 
into the season of Lent.  Lent encompasses the 40 days leading up to Holy 
Week, and calls us to self-examination, reflection and repentance.  It, in many 
ways, prepares us for the events that will unfold between Palm Sunday and 
Easter morning. 
 

Prayer & Worship Services during Lent 
Every Wednesday: March 16th through April 13th at 7:30pm 

 

Please plan on joining us each Wednesday evening throughout Lent,  
as we gather in the chapel at 7:30pm for an intimate weekly Service of Prayer 
and Worship centered on the Lenten themes and scriptures.  These service  
will include music, prayer, scriptures and opportunities for discussion and  
reflection. 

Fellowship Hour  
Schedule: 
 
MARCH Evangelism & Outreach 
APRIL  Finance 
MAY  Missions & Service 
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Knitting Club 
 

Monday, March 7th & 21st at 
7 p.m. in the Fireside Room. 

 

 For more information call 
Connie Dumoulin  
(508-238-3175). 

2011 Lay Leadership 
COUNCIL & FINANCE MINISTRY 
    Chair: Brian Symmons   At Large: Paul Prew   Paul Conforti   
    Vice-chair:  Peter Fredericksen     Brian Edlund   Rob Driscoll  
    Secretary:  Jerry Marsan     Beth Abreu 
    Treasurer:  Bob Clary         
    Financial Secretary: Jim Carlson  
    Assistant Financial Secretary: Janet Linehan        
    Assistant Treasurer: Carole Giberti 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRY Ministry Chair:  Ruth Porter 
    Missy Burton Janice Narsasian Lori Prew Dianne Sproul Lisa Bailey Karen Short 
 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRY Ministry Chair:  Linda Cohen 
    Joe Barrett   Karen McSherry Dom DiBattista 
 

EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH MINISTRY Ministry Chair:   
    David Cudmore   Connie Thompson  Melinda Ryan Nelson Fernandez Sean McGarry 
 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY Ministry Chairs:  Diane Cidado, Kym Silva 
    Bill Miller   Heather Willis  Connie Dumoulin Ann Agurkis 
 

CARE MINISTRY Ministry Chairs: Ray Wallace  Geraldine Wallace  
    Erin Fernandez Lynda Valenzuela 
 

MISSIONS AND SERVICE MINISTRY Ministry Chair:  Bob Carroll 
    Karlene Smith Kathy Jones  Ken Brooks  Lucky MacLean Marcia Johnson  
    Sue Brooks  Alynne MacLean Bridget Dumoulin  Peter Scanlon 
 

PROPERTIES MINISTRY   Ministry Chairs:  Larry Abreu, Bill Anderson 
    Bob Hall    Chris Jones  Steve Corradina   Chris Cox  Mike Ryan 
    Jim McSherry Walter Valenzuela Nick Zelinski  Len Cidado 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY  Ministry Chair:  Bob McIlhatten 
  Director of Music Ministries:  Kirstie Wheeler 
    Dave Sproul  Kevin Symmons 
 

WHOLE LIFE STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY Ministry Chairs: Mark Ingalls, Kristen Conforti 
    Kathy DiBattista 
 

MEMORIAL FUND COMMITTEE  Ministry Chair:  Nancy Hall 
    Linda Clary Joanne Simonson  
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS 
    Leslee Buckley Diane Hayes  Susan Plante  Linda Cohen  Ruth Porter 
    Brian Symmons 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
    Sue Plante  Gary Hight  Peter Fredericksen Brian Symmons 

Dear Friends, 
 Thank you so much for the outpouring of love and support 
you have given me and my family over the last few weeks.  
While we grieve deeply the loss of my grandmother, we rejoice 
to know that she is with our savior in heaven.  Our sadness here is 
eased by the care shared by all of you.  I and my whole 
family want you to know how highly we value all of you. 
 With much love, 
 Pastor Whitney 
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Worship & Music 
 

ADULT CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 
SCHEDULE 
AVAILABLE  

 
MUSIC MAKERS 

REHEARSE 
WEDNESDAYS  
3:45—4:30 PM @ 
THE CHURCH 

 
JOYFUL NOISE 

REHEARSES 
SUNDAYS 

IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING 

CHURCH IN THE 
CHAPEL  

 

Phone:508-238-6423 
E-mail: 

kirstiewheeler@verizon.net 

Please contact: 
 Kirstie Wheeler 

Director of Music Ministries 

Questions??? 

Opportunities to participate: 
 
- Choir (Adults & Children) - Sanctuary Keeper 
- Communion Server  - Usher 
- Lay reader   - Worship Leader 

WEEKLY  
REHEARSALS 

 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 

of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and  

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  

(Romans 12:1) 

 
Lent & Holy Week 

 
There are many opportunities to participate during this wonderful season of  
repentance and celebration.   Here is a list of a few ways to participate: 
 
 * Instrumentalists: Please contact Kirstie Wheeler if you are interested  
 in playing for the Easter morning services. 
 
 * Sanctuary Keepers: We always need help with maintaining     
 and setting up the sanctuary.  This is an especially busy season.  
 
 * Choir (Youth & Adult): All children (grades K-6) are  
 welcome to join our childrens' choirs.  All adults are  
 welcome to sing with the adlult choir during this season.    
 
 *Visual Art: If you have a gift for visual arts, please let Kirstie know.   
 We would like to incorporate visual art into this season. 
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Prayers   
• Family and friends of Shirley Carlson. Shirley passed away on Saturday, February 12th.   
• Sheri Anderson as she travels on an 18 day pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and for her husband Mark, 

and her children as she is away. 
• Annie Poirier as she prepares for and then travels to Toronto in early March for a short-term   

mission trip. 
• Jerome Nelson, Superintendent of the Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church who underwent a 

successful kidney transplant on Thursday. 
• Harriet Douglas is home recovering from knee replacement  surgery. 
• James Noone , Peter McHugh's father in law, was badly injured in a collision with a drunk driver in Ohio and has 

multiple injuries that are very serious.   
• June Johns, mother of Heather Willis, who is hospitalized with a severe lung infection. 
• Murray Johns, brother of Heather Willis, continuing to receive treatment for his liver disease.   
• Angela Whitley as she undergoes tests and treatments. 
• Anne and Rick Martin whose North Easton home was completely destroyed by fire in December. 
• Don MacLeod Jr. is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
• Stacy Hamalian is home recovering from surgery. 
• Joe Davis and his ministry in Sweden. 
• Betty Lawson, Cathy Zelinski’s aunt, is doing well after  experiencing severe effects from a stroke. 
• Rob Driscoll continues to receive treatment for kidney problems. 
• Carole DesLauriers, Ed Willis’ mother, is in need of our prayers for peace and strength. 
• Steve Littlefield, serving his 2nd tour of duty in Afghanistan. 
• Gail Hubbard, friend of Lynda Valenzuela, receiving treatment for a brain tumor. 
 

Prayers of Celebration 
• For the life-changing power of God as witnessed through the ministry of Teen Challenge! 
• Steve Sutton is now home after months in the hospital!  Please continue to pray for his recovery to full strength 

and health. 
• Judy Higgins, Scott Peters’ sister, has been told she is cancer-free! 
• For the amazing journey and ministry of Pastor Whitney and Linda Cohen in Uganda! 
• For our Ministry chairs and members as they begin a new year of service in our midst. 
• For our wonderful Annual Meeting and the faithfulness of God’s provisions for us. 

Dear Church Family, 

We are all blessed by the many expressions of 
friendship, love, and support that have been 
shown to us from our church family.  Please   
accept our appreciation for these gifts that 
were so generously shared with us this      
Christmas season.  We are very blessed to be a 
part of this church family and honored to share 
in Christ’s ministry with you. 

Pastor Johnny Agurkis, Pastor Whitney Hall, 
Kirstie Wheeler, Nancy Hall, Dave Cudmore 

Hello from Wheaton! 
I am so greatly blessed to have such a generous, loving,    
supporting church family. Thank you so much for your  
encouragement and support of my mission trip to Toronto 
over spring break. I am beyond thrilled to be able to serve 
God through this unique opportunity! I look forward to May, 
when I can share with you stories of how God has been  
working in my life and how he will work through the ministries 
we will be partnering with on this mission trip. If you would 
like to know more about this trip or the ministries we will be 
working with in Toronto, please feel free to email me! 
(annie.poirier@my.wheaton.edu)  

Thank you, again for your support and prayers! 
God bless, 

Annie Poirier 
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     Week of: 
March 1    March 8   March 15  
Falls family,    Farioli family,  Fernandez family, 
Merrill family,   Meyer family,  Marianne Mickela, 
Willis family    Edie Winship  Cliff & Judy Wohlen 
 
  March 22    March 29 
  Finlayson family,   Fiore family, 
  Brian Miller family,   Helen Miller, 
  Zelinski family   Peters family 

 
 
 

Prayer is one of the most important things we can do for each other.   
In addition to praying for the needs of our church family during any given week  

our pastors and staff are praying specifically for you.   
Check the schedule below to see when we’ll be praying for you.   

Please feel free to give us a call or send an email with any specific prayers or praises.  

 

         Kellie Horne  1-Mar 
         Andrew Fiore  2-Mar 
         Matthew Santry  5-Mar 
         William Anderson  6-Mar 
         Diane Farioli   6-Mar 
         Victoria Papetti  6-Mar 
         Janelle Farioli  7-Mar 
         Mary Dennison 8-Mar 
         Kelly Chase  10-Mar 
         Ikenna Chibueze 10-Mar 
         Katie Fiore  10-Mar 
         Jake Ryan  10-Mar 
         Missy Burton  11-Mar 
         Bryon Drown  11-Mar 
         Emily Hayes  11-Mar 
         Leonard Anderson  12-Mar 
         William Griffith  12-Mar 
         Anna Jee 12-Mar 

         Ralph Olsen  12-Mar 
         Robert Clary 13-Mar 
         Amanda Loughlin 13-Mar 
         Andrew Plante 13-Mar 
         Katie Johnson 14-Mar 
         Andrea McIlhatten 14-Mar 
         Elise Gay  15-Mar 
         Robert Martinelli 15-Mar 
         Eric McSherry 15-Mar 
         Patricia Svajian  15-Mar 
         Susan Dupont 17-Mar 
         Janice Narsasian 17-Mar 
         Quentin Bassett 18-Mar 
         Steven Willette 21-Mar 
         Sydney Peterson 22-Mar 
         Hannah Altieri  23-Mar 
         Esther Larson 23-Mar 
         Glenna Riley 23-Mar 

         Tyler Bassett 24-Mar 
         Nathan Bassett 24-Mar 
         Alma Burns 25-Mar 
         David Long 25-Mar 
         Judith Bissett 26-Mar 
         Sandy Johnson  26-Mar 
         Anthony DeCosta  27-Mar 
         Lynn Humphries  27-Mar 
         Allie Zelinski  27-Mar 
         John Cummings 28-Mar 
         Lester Holmes  28-Mar 
         Jennifer McGarry  28-Mar 
         Jack Meehan  28-Mar 
         Karen Bassett  29-Mar 
         Adam Bassett 29-Mar 
         Rebecca Abreu 30-Mar 
         Howard Kaplan  31-Mar 
         Thomas Sabin  31-Mar 
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CCC- A Caring Community! 
 
We here at CCC think taking care of our each other, especially in the midst of crisis, is one of the most 
important things we do.  Toward that end we want you to know the resources that are available to all 
who attend our church.  These are ways we can serve you and ways you can be involved in  
serving others. 
 

♥ Church benevolence fund – used for financial crises such as unexpected deaths or unemploy-
ment. (White offering envelopes are available in the pews each week for any donation to our 
Benevolent Fund.) 

♥ Meals for you and your family.  If there is ever a time where it would be helpful for you to receive meals from the 
church family to ease your burden we are here to help.  Often families take advantage of this during times of 
childbirth, extreme stress, times of illness, recovery from surgery or a hospital stay or the passing of a loved one. 

♥ We have a ministry of prayer shawls and squares.  These are shawls or squares that have been prayed over and can 
bring comfort in a variety of situations. 

♥ We have a church prayer chain (via email) that allows us to send out information and prayer requests in a timely 
manner. Simply send an email to webmaster@ecovchurch.org to get signed up. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the church chair, Pastor Whitney or Pastor Johnny if you are in a time of crisis or stress, 
we are here to serve you. 

“Thank you” to all who 
came to shovel off 
the church roof in 

February! 

Live Auction to benefit Science with a Mission 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2011 
 

Plans are under way for the SMI Auction to be held on Saturday, April 30th @ 
6:30pm.  It is an exciting and fun filled event.  There will be a wonderful variety of 

auction items, including Red Sox tickets, gift cards, baskets and service offers from our 
church family.  The auction is a great opportunity to contribute to this vital organization as 
well as fellowship with people from the church and community.  Laughter fills the room.   
 

Tickets are $2 and can be purchased in advance from a committee member or at the 
door.  If you would like to donate an item or help the night of the auction please contact 
committee members Beth Abreu @ 238-6183, Kathy Jones @ 230-9529 or Nancy Hall at 
the church office @ 238-6423 or sign up at the display in the Narthex.   
 

If you have any questions regarding Science with a Mission contact 
Alynne MacLean @ alynne@sciencewithamission.org.  A few donation 
ideas include:  Game/event tickets, gift certificates, service offers  
(ie: yard/house cleaning, computer help, cooking/baking, babysitting, 
lessons.  Get creative.  New items only please. 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage 2012 
Have you ever wondered what it would 
be like to see and feel and experience 

the land of the Bible? 
To walk in the very footsteps of Jesus? 

 

Pastor Johnny will be hosting a              
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land for              
Pilgrim Pines in March of 2012!  
Johnny is thrilled to be heading back 
to the land known as “the 5th gospel”.  Space on this trip 
will be extremely limited, as it is available to the entire 
Pilgrim Pines community and is expected to fill up quickly. 
 

More information is available on the Welcome Table in 
the narthex for those interested in this life-changing  
opportunity! 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND THE LENTEN SEASON 
   

Through the centuries, Christians have observed the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection 
with great devotion.  It became the custom of the church to prepare for Easter by a season of 
penitence, fasting, and prayer.  This season of forty days provided a time in which converts to the 
faith were prepared for baptism into the body of Christ.  It has also been the time when persons 
who had committed serious sins and had been separated from the community of faith were  
reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the church.  The 
whole congregation is thus reminded of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our baptismal faith. 
 

On Ash Wednesday, all are invited to enter into a holy observation of Lent.  Throughout this  
season, we are called to honestly examine our lives, to be sincerely sorry for our sins, and to 
wholeheartedly recommit ourselves to God’s purpose and direction in our lives.  Christians have 
consistently found over the centuries, that prayer, fasting, gifts, and actions of service for others, 
along with reading and meditating on the Word of God, powerfully nourish our spiritual lives.  As 
we begin this season, each of us is challenged to make a commitment to these practices, and to 
choose one in particular on which to focus, as we seek to grow in Christ.  

Nursery Volunteers 
 
            Nursery  Tiny Tots 
3/6 Erin Fernandez Diane Cidado 
3/13 Heather Edlund Jen Driscoll 
3/20 Cheryl Opper Walter Valenzuela 
3/27 

Thanks to all the volunteers! 
 

Please contact Ruth Porter (508-580-6858) or           
Karen Short (508-238-1332) if you can help. 

As we enter into the season of Lent, I would like to present one option for a Lenten discipline.  In recent 
years the ancient practice of praying at fixed hours has come back to the forefront of personal faith  
practices.  Praying the divine hours means stopping on the hour 4 times a day to pray the prescribed 
prayers.  Morning, Noon, evening and the Midnight hours are the 4 times, though the actual hour can vary.  
This discipline, which takes only a few minutes at each prayer, is a great way of reminding us to be present 
with God in the midst of our every day lives.  There are a variety of ways to find the resources.  You can find 
the divine hours online for free at www.explorefaith.org/prayer/fixed.  You can get e-versions of the Divine 
hours for your kindle or smart phone.  And of course you can get hard copies of the books.  I have ordered 
10 copies of  the springtime edition of the Divine Hours (compiled by Phyllis Tickle) and will be happy to 
share them with you – just contact me if you’d like to explore this avenue of faith.   
May God be with us as we pray, and may we remember his presence always. 
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Please join us for our  
Ash Wednesday  Worship Service 

Wednesday,  
March 9, 2011, 7:30 P.M. 


