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  THETIDINGS  

Shadows 

 

In the Old Testament book of Jonah, there is a strange scene at the end of 

the story, where Jonah goes off to a hillside east of the city, and simply sits 

down to see what will happen to Nineveh.  He is angry at God for granting 

forgiveness to his enemies, and so in full òpout-mode,ó he stomps off to 

watch the city, in some twisted sort of way hoping to force Godõs hand, as if 

his self-righteous anger might cause God to punish the repentant people of 

Nineveh.  
 

Itõs at that point in the story that we see God trying to teach Jonah a lesson.  

The lesson is that God indeed loves and cares for all peoples, even when 

they have gone astray, and he desires to bring all peoples back to himself.  

But more interestingly (as it applies to the season of Lent which we now find 

ourselves in) is how God teaches that lesson.  For God uses shadow.  
 

Weõre told that Jonah is baking in the hot sunshine while he waits for                 

Ninevehõs destruction.  God commands some sort of a vine-like plant, often 

called a gourd, to grow up over Jonah, and provide to him shade.  It is in 

this shade that Jonah finds comfort.  When God commands the gourd to 

die, Jonah becomes livid, and wishes himself to die. God then steps in for His 

teachable moment on love and mercy.  But it is the shade that becomes 

the tool of revelation.  And shade is simply shadow.  
 

Lent is all about taking stock of our lives and our faith -walk.  How am I doing 

with God?  What is right with my life, and where am I walking astray from 

God?  I have found that often times, the best places to look for these  

answers are in the shadows.  For shadows are created when something 

blocks the light.  When sin is in my life, it blocks the Light of Christ, and  

creates shadows that play out in my daily living.  If I truly wish to move closer 

to the person God would have me be during this season of Lent, then I must 

strive to notice the shadows in my life.  For in the places where shadows are 

found, Godõs light is in reality revealing to me my sins.  By noticing the  

shadows, I can begin to address what causes them.  
 

Lent is often seen as a time of darkness.  But the Light is always with us.  And 

in reality there is no such thing as darkness, but only the absence or blocking 

of light.  May this Lent be a time in which each of us discover the areas (sins) 

of our lives that are blocking the Light of Christ, and casting shadows on the 

world around us.  For as followers of Jesus, we are called to reflect His Light 

to a world already too full of shadows.  

 

-Pastor Johnny  
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    TRAILBLAZERS AND PATHFINDERS  
  

Trailblazers (grades 3-5) will meet on March 11th & 25th  from 6-7:15 pm 

 

Pathfinders (grades K-2) will meet on Sunday March 14th from noon ð1.   

 
 

Meets every Sunday morning  
from 9:15 to 10:15 in Sunday  

School Room 4.  Donôt forget to bring your 
confirmation book and your Bible!  

Pre-K has Sunday School 
in their own contained 
class room.  Grades k-6 
move from Bible time to  
activity time to craft time  
during the 45 minutes of 
Sunday School.   
Grades 7-9 are in  
Confirmation class and Sr. 
High School students  
participate in a variety of 
studies and adult Sunday 
School throughout the 
year.   
All students are invited to 
join us at 9:15 for our  
opening celebration in the  
rotunda downstairs.                  
At the celebration we sing, 
pray and give our                       
offerings to God. 

Youth & Childrenõs Ministry News! 

Jr. Hi. (grades 6-8) & Sr. Hi. 
(grades 9-12) Youth Groups 

Meet every Sunday night 
6:00-7:30 pm 

Meet in the gym 
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ALASKA 

 

An exciting partnership has been formed with our Conference and a òBushó Covenant 

Church in Koyuk, Alaska.  This little village is too small to support the pastor and his wife 

that serve there.  Pastor Wass and Jean Mute minister in this remote location that has no 

roads in or out.  (The Iditarod passes through.) 

 

The Missions Ministry would like to highlight this ministry for Lent.  Here are a few things we can do: 
 

Encouragement ð write a letter to Pastor Wass and Jean Mute, P.O. Box 53098, Koyuk, AK 99753 or email 

jg_mute@yahoo.com.  Let them know your are praying for them. 
Care Packages ð Since everything must be flown in, simple things are very expensive.  We can send anything that is 

non-perishable (nuts, dried fruit, brownies, cakes and bread mixes, paper products, toiletries, etc.  Boxes will be in the 

narthex during lent (be sure your article is not larger than the box).  Missions will see to mailing all that comes in. 
Work Team ð East Coast Conference is anticipating sending a construction work team this summer ð if interested, 

speak to Alynne MacLean. 
Donate Air Miles ð working on details ð watch for more information. 

 

The Mutes were flown to Massachusetts in December to attend the Ashram at Pilgrim Pines where Pastor Whitney 

met them.  They also spent 4 days with Alynne.  What an exciting time it was getting to know them! 

 

Missions Ministry 

 

Knitting Club  
 

Join us on Monday,  

March 1st and 15th  at  7 p.m.  

in the Fireside Room.  
 

If you knit, crochet,  

needlepoint, stamp, etc. 

bring your craft  

and join us for fellowship.  
 

 For more information  call Connie 

Dumoulin (508 -238 -3175). 

CCC Book Club  

 

CCC Book Club will be meeting on     

Thursday, March 18th at 7:30 p.m.  
 

The book we will be discussing is:  

Tuxedo Park  
by 

Jennet Conant  
 

All are welcome.  

Further information call:               

Judy Tyler at 508 -238 -6827  

Friendship Club  

Tuesday, March 16th  

 

The Friendship Club will meet Tuesday,  

February 16 th at noon in the Fireside Room.    

The speaker will be Sheri Anderson.  
 

All are welcome.   
Bring a dish or dessert to be shared  

and your place setting.   

Nursery Volunteers  
 

 Tiny Tots 
3/7 Scott Finlayson 
3/14 Jen Driscoll 
3/21 Walter Valenzuela 
3/28 Sandie Corradina 

 

The Nursery is closed pending a  
replacement for Jen. 

Please contact Kristen Conforti  

(617-696-7171) if you can help.                                             

Fellowship Hour Schedule:   
 

 MARCH��  Evangelism & Outreach  
 APRIL ��    Finance Ministry  
 MAY��   Missions & Service  


