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A New Year  

 

There are many who wonõt be shedding tears as 2009 passes into the 

distance and 2010 begins.  For most, the feeling is ògood riddance!ó  It 

has been a difficult year for a lot of folks here at church, and out in our 

community.  Jobs have been lost.  Retirement accounts have vanished.  

Homes have been foreclosed on.  Dreams have been shattered.  Add to 

that serious illnesses, and the loss of loved ones, and for many, 2009 was 

a year when hope seemed to fade from view.  As one person said to me 

just the other week, òThe only hope I have right now is that I hope it  

doesnõt get any worse next year.ó 
 

One of my prayers for our journey through the season of Advent last 

month was that each of us would become overwhelmed by the hope 

that we discover in the manger of Bethlehem on Christmas morning.  

That we would somehow and in someway, catch a glimpse of how that 

small infant wrapped in cloths, brings to each of us on earth, a true hope 

that transcends the daily challenges and difficulties we face.  For the 

hope of Christõs birth is rooted in promises kept, by God to us.  It is proof 

positive that Godõs word is truth, and that when God says he loves us,  

cares for us, and will provide for us, it is not open for debate.  It is fact.  

And in that fact, is our hope for tomorrow (and today) found.  
 

I know not what 2010 holds.  It may be a year of amazing turn-

arounds, as some economists predict.  It may be a year in which some of 

the seeds of ministry that we have planted as a congregation over the 

last few years, explode into bloom.  But what I do know is that Godõs 

promise is to be faithful to us.  Godõs promise is to never leave nor forsake 

us.  Godõs promise is that he will provide for our every 

need.  And so this I do know: I am filled with hope for 

2010.   
 

And that is not just wishful thinking.  It is hope rooted 

in promises kept.  
 

      -Pastor Johnny  

   Covenant Congregational Church 
Celebrating over 125 years of ministry 
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    TRAILBLAZERS AND PATHFINDERS  
  

Trailblazers (grades 3-5) will meet on the 7th & 21st from 6-7:15 pm 

Trailblazers Winter Retreat is February 5-7 at Pilgrim Pines.   

Please see Pastor Whitney to register. 
 

Pathfinders (grades k-2) will meet after church on Sunday, January 17 from  

noon to 1. Bring a bag lunch and meet in Pastor Whitneyõs office. 

 

Meets every Sunday morning  
from 9:15 to 10:15 in Sunday  

School Room 4.  Donôt forget to bring your 
confirmation book and your Bible!  

Pre-K has Sunday School 
in their own contained 
class room.  Grades k-6 
move from Bible time to  
activity time to craft time  
during the 45 minutes of 
Sunday School.   
Grades 7-9 are in  
Confirmation class and Sr. 
High School students  
participate in a variety of 
studies and adult Sunday 
School throughout the 
year.   
All students are invited to 
join us at 9:15 for our  
opening celebration in the  
rotunda downstairs.                  
At the celebration we sing, 
pray and give our                       
offerings to God. 

Youth & Childrenõs Ministry News! 

Jr. Hi. (grades 6-8) & Sr. Hi. 
(grades 9-12) Youth Groups 

Meet every Sunday night 
6:00-7:30 pm 

Meet in the gym 
 

Sr. High WinterFest  is                       
January 8-10.  Please see Pastor 

Johnny to register. 
 

Jr. High Winter Retreat is              
February 19-21 Please see Pastor 
Whitney to register.  Forms are 

due by Feb. 8 
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Fellowship Hour Schedule:   

 JANUARYɂ  Fellowship & Care  

 FEBRUARYɂ Whole Life Stewardship  

 MARCHɂ Evangelism & Outreach  

Nursery Update  

  

The Nursery (0 -potty trained toddlers) is temporarily 

closed due to lack of staff.   The Nursery Committee is 

pursuing a replacement for Jen Reardon.   In the  

meantime the cry room upstairs is available for use for little 

ones.  Toddlers may be placed in the Tiny Tots room according to  

discretion of guardians and Tiny Tots caregivers.  

  

We are also in the process of creating our winter/spring volunteer 

list per the enotice sent out recently.   If you have specific dates 

that work best for you please alert us; otherwise we are assigning 

dates to volunteers.   If you foresee possible conflicts, please take 

the initiative to check the list for others you can switch dates with.    

  

Lastly, as stated above, the Nursery Committee is hoping to hire a 

caregiver for the infant and toddler room.   This position would be 

every Sunday from 10:15 -11:45, including Holidays (if possible)  and all 

summer.  If you know anyone interested in this position  they can  

contact Ann Agurkis ( mcbeanhead@yahoo.com) or Kristen Conforti 

(kris10con@hotmail.com ) for more details.  

News from Tiny Tots  

 

Tiny Tots Nursery School is now accept-

ing registration for September 2010.  

Members of the church family will have 

their choice of classes until January 

15th after which it will be opened to the  

public.  Children must be 2.9 through 5 years 

of age as of September 1 st.  The school is a 

state accredited nursery school serving  

children of all faiths and has been in  

operation since 1968.  

 

Registration forms are on the shelf above the 

coat hooks in the downstairs hallway or you 

may call the Tiny Tots office at 508 -238-9131. 

Announcing the Annual Meeting of  

Covenant Congregational Church 1/31/10:  

 

All members and friends are requested to attend this important meeting which will follow morning 

worship on January 31, 2010.  Agenda will include distribution of Annual Reports of Pastors and  

Ministries, Budget proposal for 2010, recommendations for By -Law changes, presentation of ballot 

for open positions for 2010 and a financial update.  

 

Please bring a salad, fruit, cheese or crackers or sandwiches to share as a light lunch.  

Beverages will be provided.  Child care will be provided during the meeting.  
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