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As I sit at my desk to write this article for the Tidings, I am listening to 
live updates from CNN on the situation in Haiti.  Over the last few days I, 
along with millions of others, have watched in horror as the earthquake and 
the aftermath has unfolded.  It is frankly beyond imagining for most of us 
what itôs like to be in Haiti right now.  It has been interesting to see the                   
conversations around faith that have emerged in the news and  facebook 
and blogs including lots of discussion about the resiliency and faith of the 
Haitian people.  Unfortunately there has also been talk of Godôs retribution 
on Haiti, or God causing them to suffer or causing this even to happen.  
These ideas come about when we try and make sense of things that cannot 
have sense made of them.  
It is one of the conundrums of being a part of the Christian faith:  we believe 
in an all powerful God of mercy and love, and yet we see and                      
experience tragedy in our own lives and even on a global scale.  So the               
question arises: ñwhere is God?ò  It can be comforting to think that God is                
directing every thing that happens large and small.  But scripture tells us that 
God works through everything that happens.  That is not the same as             
causing everything to happen.  God is present in the disaster in Haiti, just as 
he is present in our times of loss and suffering no matter how big or small 
they are.  So what does it mean that God is acting in these events? 
It means that he is there to be relied on. It means that he makes                 
himself known to the faithful in Haiti just as anywhere else. It means that 
some day we might look back and see some good that has come out of             
horrendous sorrow. It means that all those who are in God are also in the 
disaster in Haiti.  Thatôs us.  We are in God, adopted into his family.  God   
expects us to be a part of the answers to prayers of the people of Haiti and a 
part of the solution to the injustices that caused this earthquake to be such 
an exponential disaster. I wish I could lay out a 10 point plan for what that 
means over the coming weeks and months ï but I canôt.  I can however say 
this:  We must pray that God will open our hearts and minds to the ways that 
we can bring Godôs presence into this  disaster ï and then we have to be 
courageous enough to follow that leading. 
 The world is a sinful place, and bad things happen here every day.  
Yet we know that there is hope.  That hope is simple: Jesus Christ gave his 
life for us in order that we might be able to be the children of God, and he 
loves us.  He asks of us simply that we love each other.  When we consider 
the tragedy of Haiti or any other disaster that befalls us and we wonder, 
ñwhere is God?ò  I hope that we can look at each other and seeing his              
presence, act with his strength and love flowing through us.  

- Pastor Whitney 
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    TRAILBLAZERS AND PATHFINDERS  
  

Trailblazers (grades 3-5) will meet on February 25th from 6-7:15 pm 

 

Trailblazers Winter Retreat is February 5-7 at Pilgrim Pines.   

If you havenõt signed up and would like more information. 

Please see Pastor Whitney  

 

Meets every Sunday morning  
from 9:15 to 10:15 in Sunday  

School Room 4.  Donôt forget to bring your 
confirmation book and your Bible!  

Pre-K has Sunday School 
in their own contained 
class room.  Grades k-6 
move from Bible time to  
activity time to craft time  
during the 45 minutes of 
Sunday School.   
Grades 7-9 are in  
Confirmation class and Sr. 
High School students  
participate in a variety of 
studies and adult Sunday 
School throughout the 
year.   
All students are invited to 
join us at 9:15 for our  
opening celebration in the  
rotunda downstairs.                  
At the celebration we sing, 
pray and give our                       
offerings to God. 

Youth & Childrenõs Ministry News! 

Jr. Hi. (grades 6-8) & Sr. Hi. 
(grades 9-12) Youth Groups 

Meet every Sunday night 
6:00-7:30 pm 

Meet in the gym 
 
 

Jr. High Winter Retreat is              
February 19-21 Please see Pastor 
Whitney to register.  Confirmation 
students are strongly encouraged 

to attend! Forms are due by Feb. 8 
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WHY READING OLD LETTERS CAN BE SUCH A JOY!  

John Tyler  
 

Two of my great-grandparents, Annie Walton Forstall, and Theobald Forstall, were married in 1859 in New Orleans. 

After their first child, a boy, died on the day of his birth in 1860, Annie seemed to go into a post partum depression, 

and lost substantial weight. Her husband, Theobald, arranged for her to have a rest cure at a friendõs plantation, Bowl-

ing Green, in Biloxi, Mississippi.  For Annie, It was sort of an informal sanitarium.   
 

Annie and Theobald wrote letters to each other on almost a daily basis when they were not together. Shown below 

are two of them. 
 

New Orleans, 25th March 1861 [THEOBALD TO ANNIE] 
 

My own dear wife, how I love you. I would give anything to press your 

heart to my heart and look for a minute into your loving eyes ------ I miss your 

sweet face at home and the atmosphere of goodness that pervade around you, 

and when your absence brings to my heart all your loveable and sterling 

qualities, I become proud to know that you too love me with the devotion of a 

womanõs heart, and I am happy in the thought that I would not exchange places 

with anyone on earth. 

 

Bowling Green, March 29, 1861 [ANNIE TO THEOBALD] 
 

Your loving letter of the 25th ð by its expression of love and regard affected 

me deeply. When I look back on our own married life and see how much there 

has been in me to vex and try you, how selfish and exacting I have been at times 

how weak at others, I wonder you can speak of me as you do. 
 

What a blessed thing is this love that can thus cover faults. But how love can  

continue is the surprising thing. I have come to see Theo, the grand error of 

my life hitherto. Vanity ruled my actions. I wanted to do right and be right, but  

I wished others to appreciate everything I did and to give me my due allowance  

of applause, and I thus continually thinking of myself, I overestimated the worth  

of almost everything I did, and so, of course, disappointment was many times my lot. 
 

And thus, where I feared a failure, a coming short of that bread of praise 

so dear to me, I would attempt nothing, and lost opportunities of really improving. 

I desired to be perfect, but it could not have been for the sake of perfectness 

itself, for then I would not have minded these little disappointments so much, but 

would have pressed on undiscouraged to the goal. 
 

But, Thanks be to God, I see my way more clearly than I ever did before 

and I trust, my husband, that my future conduct will show you that I am trying to 

walk in that way. I have often told you that I would try and be a better wife to you, 

but I have never felt the same earnestness of purpose as now lies on my heart. I 

know your loving heart has kept no record of all the trials and tribulations I have 

caused you and that you have long ago forgiven me all of them, but by the Grace 

of God, you shall have fewer of them hereafter. 
 

I love you husband more than I can express for all your love and 

tenderness to me, and I rejoice to know that your love and tenderness will never 

fail me, that I have not a doubt of its endurance. Theo. 
 

Think of me often! Ah, donõt you know darling that I think of you all the 

time ? Donõt you know that for more than three years you have never been out of 

my thoughts? I am afraid I think of you too much. 
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CCC-  A Caring Community!  

 

We here at CCC think taking care of our each other, especially in the midst of crisis, is one of the 

most important things we do.  Toward that end we want you to know the resources that are available 

to all who attend our church.  These are ways we can serve you and ways you can be involved in serving others. 

 

Church benevolence fund ï used for financial crises such as unexpected deaths or unemployment. (We occa-

sionally take offerings for the benevolence fund and we accept donations at any time.) 

Meals for you and your family.  If there is ever a time where it would be helpful for you to receive meals from 

the church family to ease your burden we are here to help.  Often families take advantage of this during times of 

childbirth, extreme stress, times of illness, recovery from surgery or a hospital stay or the passing of a loved 

one. 

We have a ministry of prayer shawls and squares.  These are shawls or squares that have been prayed over and 

can bring comfort in a variety of situations. 

We have a church prayer chain (via email) that allows us to send out information and prayer requests in a timely 

manner. Simply send an email to webmaster@ecovchurch.org to get signed up. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the church chair, Pastor Whitney or Pastor Johnny if you are in a time of crisis or stress, 

we are here to serve you. 

Fellowship Hour Schedule:   

 FEBRUARYɂ Whole Life Stewardship  

 MARCHɂ Evangelism & Outreach  

 APRILɂ   Finance Ministry  

Deadline for  

March Tidings  

 

Is February 15th.  

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

February 2010  

 

Your elected Church Council held its regular monthly meeting on January 12, 2010 reporting 

that the entire evening was devoted to preparation for the 1/31/2010 Congregational Annual 

Meeting with these highlights: 
 

Financial Update ð Treasurer Bob Clary reported on year end financials noting that Decemberõs weather condi-

tions contributed to less giving revenue being received than anticipated; Nevertheless, the budget deficit for the year is 

also less than anticipated confirming that we are making significant progress in addressing financial issues 
 

Budget Preparation ð  Council reviewed Ministry budget submissions for the new year as part of the effort of 

drafting a òpreliminary budgetó as a working tool in preparation for the Annual Meeting and a formal Budget Presenta-

tion for consideration by the Congregation 
 

Constitution and By Law changes (with the distinction being that Constitutional changes require action at two   

Annual Meetings while By Law changes require only two business meetings) were reviewed including articles regarding 

the desire not to have the Financial Secretary serve as a Council Member, terms of service of Ministry Chairs/Co-

Chairs and members; and, the reforming of the Fellowship and Service Care Ministry into two Ministries designated as 

the Fellowship Ministry and the Service and Care Ministry 
 

The Nominating Committeeõs Ballot for Annual meeting Action was reviewed and approved with the Councilõs 

vote of support while noting that there are still positions to be filled and that the Congregation would have to vote an 

exception for those persons named on the Ballot who had already served the maximum term provided by our Consti-

tution and By Laws 

mailto:webmaster@ecovchurch.org
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Dear Church Friends,  
 

Thank you all so much for your calls, 

cards and prayers.  Thank you also for 

your concern for my son.  Your kind 

words and prayers mean so much to 

me and comfort me more than you 

know.  God bless.  
 

Pauline Heckman  

Youõre Invited 

Flavors  

of the World V  
 

òA Wine & Food Extravaganzaó 
 

Saturday, February 6, 2010  
7pm ñMidnight  
$75 per person  

Thorny Lea Golf Club, Brockton, MA  
 

Proceeds to benefit  
HUGS II in Easton  

and  
Womansplace Crisis Center  

in Brockton.  
 

Sponsored by:  
The Menõs Group of the Covenant Congregational 

Church of North Easton.  
For information or tickets contact the Church 

(508 -238-6423) or Denise Papagno  
(508 -243-5832 or dpapgno@comcast.net)  

Worship Greeters  
   

2/7 Janice & Jerry Marsan OPEN 
2/14 Hazel & Owne Hayes OPEN 
2/22 Joan & Don MacLeod OPEN 
2/28 Heather & Ed Willis  OPEN 

 Please contact Ann Shelley or Nancy Hall 
(secretary@ecovchurch.org)  

if you would like to greet on a Sunday morning           
before worship.                                           

Nursery Volunteers  
 

 Tiny Tots 
2/7 Katie Johnson 
2/14 Ann Shelley 
2/21 Lizanne Cox 
2/28 Peter Frederickson 

 

The Nursery is closed pending a  
replacement for Jen. 

Please contact Kristen Conforti  

(617-696-7171) if you can help.                                             

Family Winter Weekend 

at  

Pilgrim Pines  

 

February 12 -15, 2010  
 

Come and celebrate winter at Pilgrim Pines! 

Sledding, ice -skating, winter games, broomball 

and snow sculpturing will shape our outside ac-

tivities. Great food, family worship, Bill Paige as 

our speaker, and plenty of hot chocolate will 

all be part of this fun family weekend.  
 

Take advantage of this long 

weekend to spend some quality 

time with your family. Donõt miss it! 

Registration forms at 


