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Covenant Congregational Church

Celebrating over 125 years of ministry

The Paradox of the Kingdom

As we have taken our Lenten journey together we have been considering “The
State of the Kingdom”. The Kingdom we're referring to is of course not an earthly
kingdom, but is God's kingdom on earth. God’s kingdom is first made physically present
on earth through the inbreaking of Jesus Christ in human history, and it's presence is
confinued through all who follow him and live as he taught. When we pray in the Lord’s
prayer “your kingdom come” we are praying that God through us might reach more of
the world with his truth and love.

God'’s kingdom is exactly the opposite of any kingdom we might find in the world.
It is a kingdom marked by sacrificial love, never-ending grace, extravagant mercy and
the constant lifting up of others above self. This is not the definition of any earthly
kingdom. The differences between earthly kingdom and Godly kihngdom have led to the
descriptions of Jesus followers as “strangers in a strange land” or “foreigners and aliens”
in the Kingdoms of this world. We hear those phrases and they sound pious and good.

However, we in the United States and other parts of the western world have for
hundreds of years lived in a culture soaked with the tenets and ideals and knowledge of
Christianity in its religious form, even if it wasn’t practiced beyond lip service by many.
For a long time when we referred to ourselves as “aliens” or “strangers” we might have
seemed or felt disingenuous . Now, however a major cultural shift is happening, Christi-
anity in the western world has become for many just one of many spiritual opportunities.
And the cultural knowledge and awareness of the basic tenets of Christianity has
dropped dramatically. This is seen by many as a huge problem and something to
stfruggle against.

| would like to argue that as we make our way towards Easter in a few
weeks, the resurrection we should seek is not one of a culturally
comfortable Christianity, but rather to embrace the countercultural
Christianity that marked the early years of the church.  When Jesus
died on the cross and then rose again it was an act that changed
history — the ultimate revolution and countercultural reality. Ever since,
we have been called to that same level of death to self and life in
God’'s kingdom. As we once again remember the last days of Jesus
and then celebrate his glorious friumph over death, let us remember
that we too have been given the ability, as God’s ambassadors in this
strange land of darkness and death, to bring light and life for all who
would believe.

Pastor Whitney

April 2011
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Youth & Children’s Ministry News!

Confirmation Qunday
will be

Cunday,
May 15,2011

i
jl’- hlg Join us every
Thursday evening from
7-8:30 for games, snachs,
Bible $tudy& time with

'I‘ielld‘o

There will be no Cunday Cchool clacceos
on Eacter Cunday to allow teachere and

familiec time to epend together.

Trailblazers (grades 3-5)
will meet on the 7th
from 6-7pm.

Pathfinders
(grades K-2)

No meeting in April.
The final meeting of
the year will be
Sunday, May 22nd

SENIOR HIGH
6-7:30PM SUNDAY NIGHTS
JOIN US FOR HIGH-ENERCY
CAMES IN THE GYM, FELLOW-
SHIP, CONVERSATIONS ON
FAITH AND PRAYER!

CHIC 2012
July 15-20, 2012

Support our students by purchasing a Lobster Roll bag lunch and
volunteering your time and energy as we prepare them!
Cost: $10 Prep day: April 3rd Delivery day: April 4th
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The Quilts & Kilts show was a great success. As someone (Lucky) said, it was more
=¥.: like a party. Old friends came from near and far to see each other, tap their feet
@U@ and clap their hands to the great tartan-wearing musicians (fiddle, drums, and
piano). The bagpipe stepped outdoors and played to open the quilt show at 9:30
and at other times during the day, dressed in his kilt. We had several people
wearing kilts and what a handsome group they were.

There was such a large turnout for the quilt show, we ran out of tickets and had to quickly
copy a few more. As the day went on, we started asking for some programs back to make it to
the end of the show. Some folks filled out names for next year to start our search for new quilts for
2012.

Many, many thanks to the workers who set up and took down tables and chairs and did clean
-up duty, the quilt hostesses: Millie, Joan, Gail and Carole, ticket seller: Emily, raffle table: Cathy
and Diane, all those who donated gift baskets, the honey & soap ladies from East Bridgewater
Church, the luncheon group, the music, and to my right left arms, Owen and Nancy. Hugs to all!
You are the best! It was a great day for Science With a Mission (SMI).

Hope to get some pictures on the church website for all to enjoy.

God is good!
Hazel Hayes
THANK YOU
U/ A “thank you” to Jeff Tufts
—1,(= . . of Grillman/Tufts Propane
/ \=—™

/ - Friendship Club for the donation of his time

ﬂ - The Friendship Club will be and his expertise fo come
meeting on and fix the gas leak issue in

Tuesday, April 19™ at noon at the church. the downstairs kitchen.
Our speaker will be Jack Cummings, Thanks. Jeffl

one of our church family, who before retiring
owned several camera stores.

Bring your camera, the camera booklet that Easter Egg Hunt
you have, and any questions you may have Qaturday, April 23" at church.
to help you to use your camera Rain or chinel We will start at 10 a.m. CHARP.

more successfully. Don't be late! Toddlers through grade 4.

Bring a casserole or salad or dessert, I you would like to fill egge, pleace come to church
your place setting, and join us at noon. on Monday. April 11" at 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome. If you would like to hide egge or can cupply ecandy
for the egge or munchies for the morning, pleace
contact Joyce Nelcon 2
at 508-238-8688 or
_Jjoycenelecon@gmail.com.

Won't you join us as we share our meal
and fellowship together!

Prayer & Worship Services during Lent
Every Wednesday: March 16th through April 13th at 7:30pm

Please plan on joining us each Wednesday evening throughout Lent,

as we gather in the chapel at 7:30pm for an intimate weekly Service of Prayer
and Worship centered on the Lenten themes and scriptures. These services
will include music, prayer, scriptures and opportunities for discussion and
reflection.
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Imagine Yourself Debt Free!
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
Leader Mark Ingalls

Thursday nights starting April 7th to June 30t 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the chapel.
No class on April 21t Maundy Thursday,

Call 774-406-6169 for more information or email markingalls@comcast.net

Financial Peace University is a 13-week, video-based small group study
that teaches families how to beat debt, build wealth, and give like never
before.

Philippians 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God; and the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

Knitting Club

Monday, April 4th
& 18th at
7 p.m. in the Fireside
Room.

For more information
call Connie Dumoulin
(508-238-3175).

Join us for an evening of Adult fellowship
At Westgate lanes in Brockton
Featuring

Blind bowling
Friday, April 1°*, 2011

Come and make a fool of yourself!

6:30 p.m. - FUN & Fellowship with appetizers provided
Followed by BLIND BOWLING!
$4.50 per person
(Includes one game & shoe rental is complimentary)
Sign-Up yourself and/or with a partner
By 3/27/11 in the narthex

Questions?
Contact Diane Cidado @ cidado@comcast.net, 508-238-3827

Or Kym Silva @ kymsilva@comcast.net, 508-238-6428
Sponsored by the CCC Fellowship Ministry

CCC

-

Book Club

The April meeting of the
CCC Book Club
will be on
Thursday, April 28th at
7:30 p.m.
The book to be
discussed is:

Heaven is for Real
by Todd Burpo

All are welcome.

Fellowship Hour
Schedule:

APRIL

Finance
MAY

JUNE

Missions & Service

Adult Formation
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—
Worship & Music

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

(Romans 12:1)

Come to the Garden...

Lent is a time for reflection and repentance. The
Worship & Music Ministry created a beautiful space
in our sanctuary for people to come and pray. Please
use the garden to kneel before the Lord and pray.

Sing with us...

The choirs are currently preparing music for Holy
Week. Please join us in the joy of celebrating Christ's
Resurrection with song! There are choirs for all ages.

Opportunities to participate:

Questions??? N -,%\/
.)‘.f/g?? -s‘/;

- Choir (Adults & Children) - Sanctuary Keeper

>4
{"ea_se contact: - Communion Server - Usher
Kirstie Wheeler - Lay reader - Worship Leader
Director of Music Ministries

Phone:508-238-6423
E-mail:
kirstiewheeler@verizon.net
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Prayers .'f_" _i

e The people of Japan and our Covenant missionaries, as they face the aftermath of the destructive
earthquake and tsunami.

e David Cudmore’s sister, Janice Churchill, who was hospitalized. -

e Mike & Melinda Ryan and their family, as they care for Mike’s father who is terminally ill.

e Diane Hayes, who broke her shoulder in a fall at home and is in considerable pain as she faces a long period of
recovery.

o Libby Driscoll, who had surgery for a deviated septum and continues to recover and deal with pain.

e Carole DesLauriers, Ed Willis’ mother, is home after being hospitalized.

e Family and friends of Shirley Carlson. Shirley passed away on Saturday, February 12th.

e Annie Poirier and the other students from Wheaton College as they serve on a short-term mission project in
Toronto, Canada.

e Harriet Douglas, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery.

e James Noone, Peter McHugh's father in law, was badly injured in a collision with a drunk driver in Ohio and has
multiple injuries that are very serious.

e Murray Johns, brother of Heather Willis, continuing to receive treatment for his liver disease.

o Angela Whitley as she undergoes tests and treatments.

e Anne and Rick Martin whose North Easton home was completely destroyed by fire in December.

e Don Macleod Jr. is undergoing treatment for cancer.

e Stacy Hamalian is home recovering from surgery.

¢ Joe Davis and his ministry in Sweden.

e Betty Lawson, Cathy Zelinski’s aunt, is doing well after experiencing severe effects from a stroke.

e Rob Driscoll continues to receive treatment for kidney problems.

e Gail Hubbard, friend of Lynda Valenzuela, receiving treatment for a brain tumor.

Prayers of Celebration

e The safe return of Rev. Sheri Anderson from her amazing 18 day pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
e The safe arrival of Fiona Mairead, born on March lst, to Valerie Miller and Chet Krupkowski!
o Steve Littlefield, now home from his 2nd tour of duty in Afghanistan!

e Steve Sutton is now home after months in the hospital!

Judy Higgins, Scott Peters’ sister, has been told she is cancer-free!

<5

<

r\((// The family of Shirley M. Carlson wishes
\/ to thank you for your kindness and sympathy
‘\’ at a time when it was deeply appreciated.

N\_ To the people of the Covenant Congregational

Church,

We would like to thank you for your prayers, cards and
kind expressions of love and sympathy. We would like to
thank you all, from the pastoral staff to every person who
did so much for mother’s final party. Thank you for your
generous provision in the lovely collation after mother's
funeral. You were awesome in your devotion, love and
support for our family in this time of great loss. We love
you all.

Dear friends at Covenant Congregational,

Warm greetings from Mexico Cityl Many
thanks for your Christmas gift. We recently
learned about an interesting town just a
couple hours away. We will use your gift to
travel there for a few days. Thanks for your
thoughtfulness and generosity.
Love,
Tom & Janice Kelly

The family of Shirley Carlson
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We're praying for you this week:

Prayer is one of the most important things we can do for each other.
In addition to praying for the needs of our church family during any given week
our pastors and staff are praying specifically for you.
Check the schedule below to see when we'll be praying for you.
Please feel free to give us a call or send an email with any specific prayers or praises.

Week of:
Fitzgerald family, Fleishman family,
Janet & Roger Miller, Will Miller,
Mary Payne Papetti family
Fredericksen family, Fritchman family,
Suzanne Moriarty, Mulholland family,
Ortega family Orphanos family

1 Al

-

s Birthdays!

Lu-Ann Besse 2-Apr Emily Short 11-Apr Elisabeth Driscoll ~ 22-Apr
Owen Hayes 2-Apr Jeff Peterson 12-Apr Lyla Ingalls 22-Apr
Joyce Ribelin 3-Apr Meredith Peterson  12-Apr Nolan McGarry 22-Apr
Steven Corradina 4-Apr Lynda Valenzuela ~ 12-Apr Robert Wheeler 22-Apr
James McSherry 4-Apr Wilford Miller 13-Apr Lennie Lee 23-Apr
Valerie Miller 4-Apr Mark Bobbitt 14-Apr James Poirier 23-Apr
Zac Zelinski 4-Apr Jason Clary 14-Apr Sam Stevens 23-Apr
Alexander Vasiliou  5-Apr Lauren Orphanos 14-Apr Ann Cummings 24-Apr
Ann Agurkis 6-Apr Eric Ingalls 15-Apr Joyce O'Cohnor 24-Apr
Kathryn Chase 6-Apr Nathaniel Meyer 15-Apr Linda Wainwright ~ 24-Apr
Brian Cidado 6-Apr Judith Buck 17-Apr Chris Larson 25-Apr
Kristen Conforti 6-Apr Kaitlyn Abreu 18-Apr Henry Narsasian 25-Apr
Loreen DiGregorio  7-Apr Suzanne Loughlin 18-Apr Laura Stevens 25-Apr
Jennifer Malasi 7-Apr Marianne Mickela  19-Apr Nicole Tiberio 25-Apr
Heather Raduazzo 7-Apr Rick Papetti 19-Apr Owen Cummings 26-Apr
Jonathan Raduazzo  9-Apr Samuel Cox 20-Apr Elmore Dyer 28-Apr
Nancy Hall 10-Apr Joyce Nelson 20-Apr Adam McSherry 29-Apr
Zachary Horris 11-Apr Susan Vatalaro 21-Apr Courtney Harmon  30-Apr

Drew Conforti 22-Apr
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’7?” - Live Auction to benefit
((Lliml Science with a Mission
\ | EEE Saturday, April 30th, 2011
@ 6:30 p.m.

Have you seen the display in the Narthex?
The sixth annual SMI Auction to be held on Saturday, April 30th @ 6:30pm.

N

It is an exciting and fun filled event.
There will be a wonderful variety of auction items, including Red Sox tickets (Tuesday, July 2é6th),
gift cards, baskets and service offers from our church family.
The auction is a great opportunity to contribute to this vital organization
as well as fellowship with people from the church and community.
Laughter is guaranteed.

Tickets are $2 and can be purchased in advance from a committee member or at the door.
If you would like to donate an item or help with the auction please contact committee members:
Beth Abreu @ 238-6183, Kathy Jones @ 230-9529 or Nancy Hall @ 238-6025
or sign up at the display in the Narthex.
If you have any questions regarding Science with a Mission
contact Alynne MaclLean @ alynne@sciencewithamission.org.

A few donation ideas are: @’
« Game/event tickets =2
; = =]

o Gift baskets @ et

= =
o Gift certificates

o Service offers (ie: yard/house cleaning, computer help, cooking/baking,
babysitting, lessons — BE CREATIVE
e New items only, please

What 1is Stewardship?

Stewardship is living our faith. It is living faithfully in response to the word of God. It is acknowledging that all
of creation - the earth, scripture, our time, relationships, talents, possessions - that is, every good thing, comes
out of God's original abundance in creation, and is a gift of which we are caretakers. We are stewards of God's
grace every day.

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in
its various forms. If you speak, you should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If you serve, you
should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen." 1Peter 4:10-11 (TNIV)

As members of the Stewardship Ministry, we are charged with encouraging others to use their time, talents, and
treasure in service to God. If you would like to help your brothers and sisters in our congregation find new, fun,
and fulfilling ways to become better stewards of God's amazing gifts, please join us on the Stewardship Ministry.
Contact Mark Ingalls, Kathy DiBattista, or Kristen Conforti.
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CCC- A Caring Community!

We here at CCC think taking care of our each other, especially in the midst of crisis, is one of the most
important things we do. Toward that end we want you to know the resources that are available to all
who attend our church. These are ways we can serve you and ways you can be involved in

serving others.

v Church benevolence fund — used for financial crises such as unexpected deaths or
unemployment. (White offering envelopes are available in the pews each week for any

donation to our Benevolent Fund.)

v Meals for you and your family. If there is ever a time where it would be helpful for you to receive meals from the
church family to ease your burden we are here to help. Often families take advantage of this during times of
childbirth, extreme stress, times of illness, recovery from surgery or a hospital stay or the passing of a loved one.

v We have a ministry of prayer shawls and squares. These are shawls or squares that have been prayed over and can

bring comfort in a variety of situations.

v We have a church prayer chain (via email) that allows us to send out information and prayer requests in a timely
manner. Simply send an email to webmaster@ecovchurch.org to get signed up.

Please do not hesitate to contact the church chair, Pastor Whitney or Pastor Johnny if you are in a time of crisis or stress,

we are here to serve you.

Nursery Volunteers

Nursery Tiny Tots
4/3  Rob Wheeler OPEN
4/10 OFPEN Cheryl Gagnon
4/17 Diane Hayes Kristen Conforti
4/24 Diane Hight OPEN

Nursery care will be available during the
10:30 Easter (4/24) Worship Service only.

Thanks to all the volunteers!

Please contact Ruth Porter (508-580-6858) or
Karen Short (5608-238-1332) if you can help.

Church/Parsonage Yard Clean-up

Saturday, April 9th

On Saturday morning, April 9th, beginning at 8am, the
Properties Ministry would like to invite all those interested
in helping to clean up the yard around the church, including

the parsonages.

Holy Land Pilgrimage 2012
Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to see and feel and ex-
perience the land of the Bible?

To walk in the very footsteps of Jesus? -. 2

Pastor Johnny will be hosting a 1
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land for m
Pilgrim Pines in March of 2012! R i,
Space on this trip will be limited,
and is expected to fill up quickly.

More information is available on the Welcome Table in
the narthex for those interested in this life-changing
opportunity!

We will need plenty of help with tools such as saws, chain

saws, leaf blowers, rakes, shovels, etc. to get the job done.

Many hands will certainly make light & fast work !
We hope we will see you there to
help get the church ready for Spring !

Thanks..

Properties Ministry

ZNSRNE HZey

=) //»"0:'3
) N U
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Pastor’s Book Club
-by Pastor Johnny

The American Church in Crisis

David T. Olson
Zondervan
2008

If you listen closely, you can hear the alarm. It’s blaring. And its
tone is growing louder by the second. The American church is in
trouble. We are clearly losing ground we cannot afford to lose.
-from the Foreword by Covenant pastor Craig Groeschel of

LifeChurch.tv in Oklahoma

FOREWORD BY CRAIG GROESCHEL

By the fime you read this, we will be at the midpoint of our Lenten _

sermon series we have entitled, “The State of The Kingdom”. Each

week we have looked at both the challenges and opportunities that are facing Christ’s
followers in today’s world, in the Church, in our local congregation, in our relationships with
each other as Christians, in our own hearts, and in God himself. Some of the challenges we
have encountered seem almost insurmountable, while some of the opportunities are
exciting and ripe for the harvest. Although many will disagree on how we are called to
respond to these challenges and opportunities, there is general consensus that the time

for “doing nothing” is past if the church is to continue to grow and thrive for Christ.

David Olson has deep Covenant roots, and is well respected as both a church growth
expert, and a researcher of present conditions. In this well thought out book, Olson explains
the findings of data taken from over 200,000 churches here in the US that paints a deeply
disturbing picture of the true state of the church in America. Cutting through some of the
myths that exist, and the false claims made by some data, Olson gives the most accurate
information to date on the great potential and sobering reality that exists today for the
church.

More than this, Olson also helps to provide insight as to how the church can proceed
forward for Christ. Not satisfied to simply present his findings, Olson outlines a plan for
moving forward. A plan that will no doubt require a change in thinking and a change in
approach for many churches. But at a time as critical as this, when statistics reveal that
over 70 Christian churches here in the US close their doors every single week, plans and
changes must be considered.

If any of our discussions on Sunday morning have left you looking for more information,
this book is your starting point. | recommend it to you as this month's Pastor’s Book Club
selection.
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8:30 —9:15

Breakfast

Q:15—10:15

Opening Celebration &
Sunday School

10:30

Worship Service

Rev. Whitney Hall
Rev. Johnny Agurkis

Nancy Hall

Office Manager

Kirstie Wheeler
Director of Music Ministries
David Cudmore

Church Custodian

www.ecovchurch.org

508.238.6423
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Holy Week

April 17th at 10:30am - Palm Sunday Worship Service )
We proclaim Jesus as King of kings, as he enters into Jerusalem

April 21st to April 23rd - Prayer Labyrinth available daily in Gym

April 21st at 7:30pm - Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service
A powerful service centered around the story of the Last Supper

April 22nd (all day) - Good Friday prayers in Sanctuary

April 23rd at 10:00am - CCC Annual Easter Egg Hunt
for toddlers through 4th grade (rain or shine)

April 24th at 6:00 am Community Sunrise Service at the Sheep Pasture

April 24th at 8:30am & 10:30am - Easter Worship Celebration
Continental breakfast between services
No Sunday School classes
Nursery care available during 10:30 worship only
He isrisen! He isrisen indeed! Alleluial Alleluia!



